History Policy.

This policy incorporates, values and promotes the principles of Every Child Matters, the key points of which are:

· Be Safe


· Be Healthy


· Enjoy & Achieve

· Make a Positive Contribution


· Develop Economic Wellbeing
Introduction

History is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the history taught in our school.

The school policy for history reflects the consensus of the whole of the teaching staff and has the full agreement of the governing body.

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff.

The Nature and Aims of History

History is our record of what happened in the past and why. It involves children in studying men, women and children in different societies, cultures and countries. Through history, young children can begin to learn and understand something about the past and its influence on life today. A study of history contributes to children’s knowledge and understanding of other people’s countries and cultures. We find out about the past on the basis of surviving evidence. This evidence is often incomplete and the whole picture of what happened in the past is open to interpretation, children will be made aware of this.

History is a skills based curriculum area and many of the skills contribute to and enrich other areas of the curriculum. Our chief aim is that all our pupils will enjoy history and develop a curiosity about the past which informs understanding of the present

Racial Equality

Effective teaching and learning in history can make a significant contribution to a pupil’s

ability to value diversity and challenge racism. Pupils are encouraged to:

- view the past with a critical and informed mind, recognising the similarities and differences between past and present;

- develop a sense of value, personal worth and self-esteem through an awareness of and

sensitivity towards past events;

-appreciate and enjoy the similarities and differences on living in our multi-cultural society;

- develop an understanding and appreciation of the achievements of a range of cultures,

societies and groups of people through positive images which challenge stereotypes;

- reject racist and sexist views by appreciating the roles of different men and women in the past through the introduction of a well-balanced selection of stories;

- accept a shared responsibility for the preservation of our heritage for future generations.

In order to do this we aim to:

- Teach British history within a world perspective, (Invaders and Settlers)

- Explore personal, family and community identity (Local History)

- Teach pupils to reflect on their own cultural identity (Tudors, Victorians -differences and similarities in schools, homes etc. to present day)

- Teach political concepts - citizenship (Ancient Greeks, Aztecs)

- Study different perceptions and narratives about the same event, person etc. (portraits of

Henry VIII, Florence Nightingale, Bonfire Night) realising that different accounts of the past reflect the thoughts and attitudes of the person who wrote it.

Spiritual Development

Through history we aim to:

- stimulate children’s interest in the past 

.- develop a respect for evidence and a toleration of a range of opinions

- appreciate and enjoy the similarities and differences on living in our multi-cultural society

- develop an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations of different men and women in the past and the effect of these achievements on their lives

- appreciate that people of other times and places may have had different values and attitudes to ours.

Entitlement

All children including those with SEN will be given opportunities to achieve in this area of the curriculum irrespective of gender, ability or race. We aim to meet the needs of all our children by providing tasks appropriate to their ability.

Within the History Programmes of study are the five key elements:

- chronology

- range and depth of historical knowledge and understanding

- interpretation of history

- historical enquiry

- organisation and communication

At Key Stage I all children are to be taught about the everyday life, work, leisure and culture of men, women and children in the past.

In progressing from familiar situations to those more distant in time and place, pupils should be given the opportunities to investigate:

- changes in their own lives and those of their families or adults around them;

- aspects of the way of life of people in Britain in the past beyond living memory.

In undertaking work in these timescales children are given the opportunity to draw upon the following key elements:

- stories from different periods and cultures

- famous men, women and children

- past events

- historical sources

All children have an entitlement to access the programme of study at an appropriate level.

At Key Stage 2 all children are taught six study units from the Programmes of Study, which include a local study, three British history studies, a European study and a world history study.

The Q.C.A. planning documents will be used to plan the delivery of the history curriculum.

Implementation

All history activities are planned to enable children to develop the specific skills of the

historical process outlined in the three attainment targets. Planning for the Foundation Stage will be taken from The Early Learning Goals
Foundation Stage


Children find out about past and present events in their own lives and in those of their families and other people they know. They will explore and acquire the language of time and begin to sequence events in their own lives.

Key Stage I

Children are introduced to each of the timescales and each of the key elements at least once during the key stage. Each topic will have a focus chosen from the key elements and will cover one or more timescales.

Key Stage 2

Children are helped to develop a sense of chronology of each unit and that unit’s place in

• history through the use of a timeline.

Children have opportunities to learn about the past from a range of historical sources, videos, visits to museums, drama and role play, CD Rams and a variety of reference books and materials which are readily accessible in the resource area or in classrooms. They are encouraged to record and report results of investigations in a variety of ways including ICT.
Children are encouraged to bring items of interest in to school.

History is taught by the class teacher, delivered through various teaching styles and approaches including discussion and debate, drama and role play, audio/visual materials, story, maps, artefacts ,visiting speakers and visiting local museums. 
The early stages in the development of historical skills are introduced to Reception children. Activities are planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children irrespective of ability, background, culture, gender or religion. Children are taught about the diversities of the societies studied and the experience of both men and women at all levels within these societies. All our studies of the past consider human influence on the environment and on the lives of others.

Continuity and progression will come through our planning. Long term is in place through our schemes of work. Medium term takes the form of termly topic plans in accordance with the school planning policy.

The National Curriculum programmes of study for history include relevant units with other curriculum areas at both key stages. These are utilised whenever appropriate.

Resources
Children will have the opportunity to use the following resources: pictures, photos, camera, books, tape recorders, artefacts, original and facsimile documents, archeological evidence where applicable, internet websites, local environment and visits further afield where relevant.

Year groups will be individually resourced according to their study units. The subject co-ordinator will liaise with the Headteacher and staff and be responsible for ordering and managing the supply of resources. 

Leeds Library Service topic boxes and Artemis, the Museum Loans Service, will be used to enhance resources.
Evaluation and Assessment

Emphasis will be on teacher assessment and will be ongoing. Any documentation will be in keeping with the whole school assessment policy.

Health and Safety

All out of school activities comply with the guidelines in the school Health and Safety Policy, the Educational Visits policy and LEA guidelines.

Training Needs

The subject co-ordinator will be responsible for recommending training in line with the School Development Plan.

Background Documentation

This policy was informed by reference to the statutory orders for history and Q.C.A. planning documents.
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