GEOGRAPHY
This policy incorporates, values and promotes the principle of ‘Every Child Matters’, the key points of which are:

· Be Safe

· Be healthy

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Develop economic well-being

Introduction

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of geography taught and learned in our school.  Geography is a foundation subject within the National Curriculum.  The school policy for geography reflects the consensus of opinion of the whole teaching staff.  It has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of the Governing Body and teachers.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff.
Aims

All geography teaching at both Key Stages will develop geography knowledge, skills and understanding and introduce pupils to geographical enquiry.  In addition pupils should be stimulated to take an interest in the environment and a variety of physical and human conditions on the earths’ surface.  They should be encouraged to appreciate the world around them and foster a sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people.

The Nature of Geography 
Geography is concerned with the study of places, the human and physical processes which shape them, and the people who live in them.  Children study their local area, localities in the United Kingdom and parts of the world further afield.  Geography helps children to gain a greater understanding of the way of life and the cultures of people in other places.  The study of the local area forms an important part of the geography taught at our school, particularly at Key Stage 1.
The Teaching of Geography

Teaching should reflect the fact that the National Curriculum organizes the subject into skills, places and themes.  Geographical enquiry will usually focus on themes and units as recommended in the QCA documents.  Geography is a stand alone subject having its own body of knowledge and skills. It is also a dynamic area of study recognized by teachers and used where appropriate to support and illustrate other curriculum areas.  Cross curricular Geography and the environment are repeating themes in the National Curriculum areas of study lending themselves readily to a cross curricular approach.
Race Equality

As pupils study geography, they encounter different societies and cultures.  This helps them realize how nations rely on each other.  It can inspire them to think about their own place in the world, their values and their rights and responsibilities to other people and the environment.  The programme of study requires that, though geographical enquiry, pupils have a critical approach to their studies of places and environments.  In particular, pupils are encouraged to develop their own views and consider the views that others hold about topical geographical issues.  They are also required to gain some understanding of how places are linked and are interdependent with each other.

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 we aim to:

Develop children’s awareness of and familiarity with the wider world as well as children’s knowledge and understanding of the local area (Chembakolli, Chinese Daily Life, festivals from other cultures, stories from other cultures, Wharton Bear)

Develop children’s awareness of the differences and similarities between their 
daily lives and the lives of the people who live in another locality (Chembakolli, Inuits, reading books, Wharton Bear) Where in the world does our Food Come from?
Help children understand how much of their own daily life (eg food, furniture) is dependant on other countries.

In Key Stage 2 we aim to:

Develop children’s understanding that all human beings share the same needs through, for example, carefully chosen case studies (St Lucia) and using comparison in thematic work (weather).

Illustrate (where possible) how cultures in one part of the world contribute to another (architectural styles, food, music)

Look at different map projections when studying places and themes and help children consider how they might influence our ideas of the world.

Spiritual Development

Through Geography we aim to:


Stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings


Foster a sense of wonder and beauty about their world.

Help them develop an informed concern about their environment and its future

Enhance their sense of responsibility for care of the earth and its peoples.

Entitlement

All children at The Whartons are entitled to access the programmes of study at an appropriate level.  Planning for the Foundation Stage will be taken from the Early Learning Goals.

Implementation

The programmes of study set out in the Statutory Orders  from the content of the school curriculum for Geography.  The scheme of work for both Key Stages has been devised using QCA documents.  The Early learning Goals for A Sense of Place provide opportunities for the children in the Foundation Stage to observe and identify features of the place where they live, the wider world and the natural world, to find out abut their environment and talk about the features they like and dislike. 
At Key Stage 1 the pupils investigate their local environment both at home and at school as well as contrasting locality abroad, India and Year 1 Food topic. Through the ongoing theme of Wharton Bear they begin to learn about the wider world.
At Key Stage 2 the pupils study both a United Kingdom locality and a contrasting locality in a country which is less economically developed.  They also study and investigate themes relating to settlements and environmental issues.

The activities which the children undertake, are planned from the programmes of study for geography, involving children’s active participation in enquiry, fieldwork, map work and the use of information technology is encourage.

Children are given opportunities to use a wide range of maps in a variety of scales and emphasis is given in developing the mapping skills of location, symbols, scale, perspective, style drawing and map use.

Children are taught in their normal class group for geography.

All teachers are responsible for planning and teaching of geography activities within the classroom and visits further afield are planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all the children irrespective of ability.
In our studies of localities, equal emphasis is given to the roles of both men and women at all levels of society.  In distant studies we focus on the lives of real people and families to avoid stereotyping.
Particular emphasis is given to the consideration of environmental issues in locality studies at Key Stage 2.

When engaging in fieldwork, children are expected to behave in a considerate, responsible manner showing respect for other people and the environment.  All out of school activities will comply with the guidelines in the school’s Health and Safety Policy, our Educational Visits Policy and the LEA Guidelines for Out of School Visits.

The school’s usual charging policy will apply for distant fieldwork.

Resources

Children will have opportunities to use the following resources:
Globes, maps, atlases, pictures and Arial photos, compasses, measuring equipment, digital cameras, books, videos and ICT.

Year groups are individually resourced according to their study areas.  The subject co-ordinator will liaise with staff and Headteacher for ordering and managing the supply of resources.  Leeds Library service topic boxes will be used to enhance resources.

Evaluation and Assessments

Emphasis will be on teacher assessment and will be ongoing.  Any documentation will be in keeping with the whole School Assessment Policy.

Health and Safety

All out of school activities will comply with the guidelines in the Health and Safety Policy, Educational Visits Policy and LEA guidelines.

SEN

Children with Special Educational Needs will have access to geographical work that is differentiated according to ability and need.

Training Needs

The subject co-ordinator will be responsible for recommending training in line with the School Development Plan.

Background Documentation

This Policy was informed by reference to the statutory orders for geography and the QCA documents.
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